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The Falklands War was a ten-week undeclared war between Argentina and 

the United Kingdom in 1982 over two British dependent territories in the 

South Atlantic: the Falkland Islands and its territorial dependency, South 

Georgia, and the South Sandwich Islands. 

 

The conflict began on 2 April 1982, when Argentina invaded and occupied 

the Falkland Islands, followed by the invasion of South Georgia the next day. 

On 5 April, the British government dispatched a naval task force to engage 

the Argentine Navy and Air Force before making an amphibious assault on 

the islands. The conflict lasted 74 days and ended with an Argentine 

surrender on 14 June 1982, returning the islands to British control. In total, 

649 Argentine military personnel, 255 British military personnel, and three 

Falkland Islanders died during the hostilities 

 

The conflict was a major episode in the protracted dispute over the 

territories' sovereignty. Argentina asserted (and maintains) that the islands 

are Argentine territory, and the Argentine government thus characterised its 

military action as the reclamation of its own territory. The British 

government regarded the action as an invasion of a territory that had been a 

Crown colony since 1841. Falkland Islanders, who have inhabited the islands 

since the early 19th century, are predominantly descendants of British 

settlers, and strongly favour British sovereignty. Neither state officially 

declared war, although both governments declared the islands a war zone. 

 

The Falklands Memorial Bench is kindly donated to Llanelli by Mr Paul 

Summers a Falkland Islander who went on to serve in the Parachute 

Regiment. 

He spent a couple of years tirelessly fundraising to achieve his goal . 

This has resulted in a superb Falkland Memorial Bench being installed in  

the Llanelli Town Hall grounds near the Cenotaph 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the south Atlantic the sea runs red 
 

With the blood of British sons now dead 
 

Never again will they have tears of pain 
 

Now they lay silent in the cold and rain 
 

Homes men left will never be the same 
 

To the Falkland Islands the task force came 
 

To fight for freedom on invaded lands 
 

And break the chains that bind free hands 
 

War injure and kill our friends and kin 
 

When the fighting is over no nation wins 
Terry Charles 

 

https://www.poemhunter.com/terry-charles/


Eirwyn John Phillips, Guardsman,  
Welsh Guards. 

 

Eirwyn was born at Carmarthen on 4 June 1962, the son of William 
Gwynfor Phillips and Phoebe Violet Phillips (nee Lewis). He served with 
the 1st Battalion Welsh Guards.  
 
Eirwyn was killed when RFA Sir Galahad was bombed by Argentinian 
Skyhawk aircraft at Port Pleasant, Fitzroy Creek and was seriously 
damaged by three bombs. One bomb went through the open upper deck 
hatch and deflagrated, causing a massive fireball which swept through 
the tank deck causing heavy casualties amongst the embarked Welsh 
Guards who were billeted there. The second bomb exploded in the galley 
area, killing the butcher and the third one burst in the engine room, killing 
the Third Engineer Officer and trapping others in the thick smoke which 
resulted. The fires aboard raged for over a week. The wounded were 
transferred to the LPD HMS INTREPID and then to the Hospital Ship 
UGANDA which anchored in Grantham Sound 
 
25 June 1982 RFA Sir Galahad was towed out to sea by the tug RMAS 
TYPHOON and was torpedoed and sunk by HMS/m ONYX off the 
Falkland Islands as a war grave 
 
Eirwyn was 20 years old, and is commemorated in Llanelli and on the 
Armed Forces Memorial at Alrewas, Staffordshire. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Nicholas David Mark Thomas, Lance 
Corporal, 24436475, 

Welsh Guards. 
 

Nicholas was born on 11 May 1957. He served with the 1st Battalion 
Welsh Guards. Nicholas was aboard the Troopship RFA Sir Galahad 
when it was attacked by A4-C Skyhawks of the Argentinian Air Force on 8 
June 1982, and was hit by three bombs. The resulting explosions and fire 
killed 48 men, mostly of the Welsh Guards, but also men of other units. 
Nicholas was 25 years old, and is commemorated on the Armed Forces 
Memorial at Alrewas, Staffordshire.      
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1.  M.C. welcomes all those in attendance. 

2.  Wreaths to be laid at Falklands Memorial 

 3.  Falklands Padre – Pierre Cornlouer performs 

   Commemoration service by bench. 

 4.  Unveiling of Falklands Memorial Bench to  

   include Exhortation by C.C.C. Chair, Cllr Rob Evans 

   Unveiling by Town Mayor, Cllr Phillip Warlow & 

   Rural Council Chair, Cllr Giles Morgan. 

 5.  Last Post to be performed during this period. 

 6.  Epitaph by Cllr Rob Evans 

 7.  Reville 

 8.  M.C. thanks all those who have attended and  

Parade will fall out in preparation for Armed  Forces Day 

   



 


